
Syntax of the Sentence

Introduction

General Terms
       Grammar is the set of rules for how words are put together (e.g., plural forms;
possessive forms). Syntax is the set of rules for sentence structure: how words relate to
each other in a sentence. A clause is one of the main divisions in any sentence. An
independent clause has a subject and predicate1 and forms a complete thought;  it can
stand by itself. A subordinate/ dependent  clause begins with a subordinate conjunction
or a relative pronoun and contains a subject and predicate. Such clauses do not form a
complete sentence and cannot logically stand alone. 

Special Terms
There are three main types of sentences in the Zohar. A simple sentence has

only one clause: an independent clause. A compound sentence has at least two
independent clauses. A complex sentence has an independent/main clause and one or
more subordinate/ dependent clauses.

Examples

Simple sentence: 
            .dk̈ẍ §A l ¤W qŸeM i ¦di ¦̀  `c̈ dP̈ ©WŸeW §e - This rose is the cup of blessing. I.1a  
            .xf̈r̈§l ¤̀  i ¦A ¦x wi ¦zẄ - Rabbi El’azar was silent. I.2a
            .z ©w §tp̈ cÏ ¦n - She immediately departed. I.2b       
            .'i z ῭  z©l §̀ r̈ - The letter yod entered. I.3b
            .x ©S¤p §c ©kEa§p ¦n - From Nebuchadnezzar. I.13b

Compound sentence: (Note how a connective vav joins the independent clauses)
          ῭li ¥r§N ¦n oeë §z ῭  §e .`Ÿ ©Y ¦n oeë §z ῭ - Letters above and letters below. I.3b
         .  `ïi ¦g i ¦A ©x mẅ§ei ¥kÄ dë£d  - Rabbi Hiyya stood and [he] was crying. I.4a
          Ea §zïE Ekä§e.`c̈§l `C̈ ῭lN̈ ©n§l Eli ¦kï ῭l  - They sat and wept and could not
                speak to one another. I.7a

Complex sentence: (This is more complicated and is treated in the discussion of
         subordinate clauses under: Syntax of the Sentence (II) and (III) ).      

1. A predicate tells us something about (modifies) the subject. As such, it must have a verb, but can also
contain other elements, such as a noun, direct object, adjective or preposition.

a) E.g., in the famous Talmudic phrase  - `p̈i ¦C `z̈Ek§ln̈ §C `p̈i ¦C the law of the land is the law (Ned. 28a; Git.
10b; BK 113a; BB 54b,55a): "the law" is a noun phrase modifying the subject ("the law of the land")
and is the predicate.  This is called a predicative nominal. In the Zohar, a counterpart is: `Ä§l ©k §C iŸeg §xŸe` 
- it is the nature of a dog (II.45b/v.2: p.210): "a dog" is the subject, and "the nature of" is the predicate.

b) In the Zohar, si ¦T ©Y  `z̈Exi ¥W lM̈  - “every beginning is harsh" (I.174b/v.3: p.52):  `z̈Exi ¥W lM̈ is the subject
and  si ¦T ©Y (“harsh") is the predicate: a predicative adjective.

c) In the Zohar, `ẍFbi¥P ©q Ed§l ci ¦a£r §z ¦̀ §e - becoming their accuser (I.174b/ v.3: p.55): "accuser" is the object
predicate.
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Syntax of the Sentence

II. The Position of Subordinate Clauses

The style of the Zohar regularly employs complex sentences, and makes great use of
subordinate clauses: clauses that begin with a subordinate conjunction or a relative
pronoun and contain a subject and predicate.2 Such clauses do not form a complete
thought and cannot function apart from the main (the independent) clause.

MAIN CLAUSE:                              subject + verb  (+ d.o)
SUBORDINATE CLAUSES:        /              /     /               /             
                                                   /              /     /               /                     
                                                  

The diagram illustrates an often confounding feature of Zoharic Aramaic: a subordinate
clause can occur anywhere in a sentence.

They can come before the subject:

    `Ẅ §C §w ©n i ¥A a ©xg̈ §z ¦̀  c ©M w ©tp̈ ῭lẅx ©n£̀ ©e  - When the Temple was destroyed, a voice
       cried out I.1b
    `n̈§lr̈ i ¥x §a ¦̀  D ©A z''i ¥a z ῭ §C b''r` §Y ©̀oeë §z ῭  lk̈§l Wi ¥x ` ¥d §Y  - Although I will create the world
       with the letter bet, you will be the first of all letters I.3b

Between the subject and the verb:

     lk̈ §edN̈ ¦n `z̈§i ©xŸe` §A l ©C ©Y §W ¦̀ §C `Ed ©d §c `c̈§i l ©r `z̈i§i ©xŸe` §A WC̈ ©g §z ¦̀ §c ci ¦ar̈`c̈g̈ `r̈i ¦w §x  - and
      every word innovated in Torah by one engaged in Torah fashions one heaven I.4b
   

Between parts of the verb:

op̈i ¦pz̈ §C dN̈ ©k §C ῭lk̈i ¥d i¥p §a ¦C `ï ©x §a ©g oEP ¦̀  lM̈ Eki ¦x §h §v ¦̀ `ï§li¥l `i ¦d ©d §A `n̈Ÿei§l i¥e¡d ¤n§l z©p §n ©C §f ¦̀  dN̈ ©k §C
Dl̈£r ©a §A dR̈Eg ŸeB `ẍ£g ©̀ i¥ed ¤n§l`ï§li¥l `Ed ©d lM̈ DÖ ¦r  - For we have learned: All those

Companions initiated into the bridal palace need -- on that night when the Bride is
destined the next day to be under the canopy with Her Husband -- to be with her

all night  I.8a 

After the verb:

      Ed§lªMoiï§l ©Y Fe£d md̈ẍ §a ©̀ §C Di ¥n §W i ¥x §A §z ¦̀ §C c ©r  - All remained suspended until the name of
         Abraham was created I.4a
      `Ä ©̀  i ¦A ¦x x ©n ῭g ©Y §t¦p `z̈i§i ©xŸe` §C oi ¦g §z ¦R og̈ §x ῭ §a `p̈T̈ ©Y §z ¦̀ §l `Ed `p̈C̈ ¦r §e `z̈£r ©W `d̈ §C  - Rabbi
         Abba said, “Let us open openings of Torah, for the time is ripe to adorn

2. The use of subordinate conjunctions and relative pronouns will be examined in Syntax of the
Sentence (III).

© 2016 Judy Barrett                                                        2



Syntax of the Sentence

         ourselves on our way.” I.5b

  
After the direct object:

 i ¦C oŸek§p ¦n o`n̈`k̈ŸeW£g `ẍŸed§p¦l ok̈ §R ©d §n `ẍi ¦x §n oi ¦n£rḧ §e `ẅ §z ¦n§l `k̈d̈ oŸezi¥i ῭l c ©r        - Who
      among you turns darkness into light, bitter into sweet before arriving here? I.4a     
        §l oi ¦b §A `Ÿ§l ©rŸez c''dd d ῭ N̈ ¦r u ¤x ῭ cŸeqi¦l §e m ¦i ©nẄ ©rŸeh §p¦l xn̈ §Y ¦̀ §C dn̈ §M - For the sake
      of supernal value, as is written: “to plant heavens and establish earth”, as
      already explained I.5a

In various combinations of positions:

     d ῭ r̈i ¦a §x `n̈Ÿei `z̈£̀ §C oëi ¥M wi ¦R ©̀ ,Ed§lEk §C ῭li ¥g §e `Ÿ §ci ¦a£r oEP ¦̀ §C b''r` `g̈Ex §e `ï ©nE `Ẅ ¤̀  `d̈ §C z©l §Y
oŸed§l ¦c `Ÿ §ci ¦a£r i¦l §B §z ¦̀  ῭l §e ,oiï§l ©Y Ed§lªM oi ¦̀ N̈ ¦r oi ¦cŸeq§i oŸel i¥lB̈ `r̈ §x ©̀ §C c ©r  -  When the fourth 

     day arrived, it generated the work and power of them all, since fire, water, and
     air -- although they are three ethereal elements -- were all suspended, their work
     unrevealed until earth revealed them. I.5b 
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Syntax of the Sentence

IIIa. Subordinating Conjunctions and Relative Pronouns

The key to identifying the subordinate clause(s) is knowing their markers: the
subordinating conjunctions and the relative pronouns. Here are listed a) the relative
pronouns, and b) the subordinating conjunctions. Part IIIb will review each example
sentence from part II, this time with the markers in bold.

Relative Pronouns
         -W ,i ¦C ,-C  that   -W ,i ¦C ,-C who     -W ,i ¦C which
B. Subordinate conjunctions:

while -C i ¦kd̈ §c ©̀

if i ¦̀

whether ...i ¦̀ ...i ¦̀

unless ῭l i ¦̀

if not, unless e ῭l i ¦̀  

if ENi ¦̀

unless i ¦̀  ῭N ¤̀

if not ¥̀ln̈§l ¦̀

although a©B l ©r s ©̀  ,-C b''r`

because, so that -C oi ¦b §A

while -W o ©n §f ¦A

while -C `p̈ §n ¦f §A

wherever xz̈£̀ lk̈ §A

while, as long as -C cFr §A

while -W cFr §A

when `Ÿ §r ©W §A

when -C `Ÿ §r ©W §A

for, as -C

for `d̈ §C

if... not, so...not ῭l §C

A.
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while -C i ¦kd̈ §c ©̀

because -C li ¦̀ Fd

since -e li ¦̀ Fd

whereas ENi ¦̀ §e

as -M

as if  EN ¦̀ §M

as if lŸekï §a ¦M

just as -C `p̈e §e©b §M

as - §c ¦M

when, while c©M

in order that i ¥c §M

then oi ¥c §M

because, once, then - §C oëi ¥M

in order that, so that -C i ¦ki ¥d i ¦M

so long as -C `p̈ §n ¦f lM̈

whatever - ¤W zFn §M

according to ...mEt §M

where x ©z£̀ §l

after x ©zä§l

because -C FB ¦n

since, once -c ¦n

just as [sF`]...dn̈

since -C `n̈Fi ¦n

when i ¦k ¦n

since -c i ¥O ©w ¦n

for -C mEW ¦n

before, until, while -C c ©r

© 2016 Judy Barrett                                                        5



Syntax of the Sentence

while -C i ¦kd̈ §c ©̀

before ῭l §C c ©r

until -C `p̈ §n ¦f c ©r

before ῭l c ©r

because l ©r

because l ©r mEW

because -C m ¥W l ©r

until -C mc̈Ÿw
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IIIb. Identifying Subordinate Clauses

With the lists from IIIa before you, note where the markers of a subordinate clause are
highlighted in bold:

   c©M`Ẅ §C §w ©n i ¥A a ©xg̈ §z ¦̀   w ©tp̈ ῭lẅx ©n£̀ ©e  - When the Temple was destroyed, a voice
       cried out I.1b

    §C b''r``n̈§lr̈ i ¥x §a ¦̀  D ©A z''i ¥a z ῭ §Y ©̀oeë §z ῭  lk̈§l Wi ¥x ` ¥d §Y  - Although I will create the world
       with the letter bet, you will be the first of all letters I.3b

     lk̈ §edN̈ ¦n §c `Ed ©d §c `c̈§i l ©r `z̈i§i ©xŸe` §A WC̈ ©g §z ¦̀§C`z̈§i ©xŸe` §A l ©C ©Y §W ¦̀ ci ¦ar̈`c̈g̈ `r̈i ¦w §x  - and
      every word innovated in Torah by one engaged in Torah fashions one heaven I.4b

§Cop̈i ¦pz̈ dN̈ ©k §C ῭lk̈i ¥d i¥p §a ¦C `ï ©x §a ©g oEP ¦̀  lM̈ Eki ¦x §h §v ¦̀ `ï§li¥l `i ¦d ©d §A §C`n̈Ÿei§l i¥e¡d ¤n§l z©p §n ©C §f ¦̀  dN̈ ©k
Dl̈£r ©a §A dR̈Eg ŸeB `ẍ£g ©̀ i¥ed ¤n§l`ï§li¥l `Ed ©d lM̈ DÖ ¦r  - For we have learned: All those

Companions initiated into the bridal palace need -- on that night when the Bride is
destined the next day to be under the canopy with Her Husband -- to be with her

all night  I.8a 

      Ed§lªMoiï§l ©Y Fe£d §C c©rmd̈ẍ §a ©̀ §C Di ¥n §W i ¥x §A §z ¦̀  - All remained suspended until the name of
         Abraham was created I.4a

      `Ä ©̀  i ¦A ¦x x ©n ῭g ©Y §t¦p `z̈i§i ©xŸe` §C oi ¦g §z ¦R `d̈ §Cog̈ §x ῭ §a `p̈T̈ ©Y §z ¦̀ §l `Ed `p̈C̈ ¦r §e `z̈£r ©W  - Rabbi
         Abba said, “Let us open openings of Torah, for the time is ripe to adorn
         ourselves on our way.” I.5b

     i ¦C oŸek§p ¦n o`n̈`k̈ŸeW£g `ẍŸed§p¦l ok̈ §R ©d §n `ẍi ¦x §n oi ¦n£rḧ §e `ẅ §z ¦n§l `̈l c©r`k̈d̈ oŸezi¥i         - Who
      among you turns darkness into light, bitter into sweet before arriving here? I.4a  
   
        §l oi ¦b §A `Ÿ§l ©rŸez c''dd d ῭ N̈ ¦r u ¤x ῭ cŸeqi¦l §e m ¦i ©nẄ ©rŸeh §p¦l §Mxn̈ §Y ¦̀ §C dn̈ - For the sake
      of supernal value, as is written: “to plant heavens and establish earth”, as
      already explained I.5a

     §C oëi ¥Md ῭ r̈i ¦a §x `n̈Ÿei `z̈£̀ wi ¦R ©̀ ,Ed§lEk §C ῭li ¥g §e `Ÿ §ci ¦a£r `d̈ §C `g̈Ex §e `ï ©nE `Ẅ ¤̀  §C b''r`oEP ¦̀ z©l §Y
oŸed§l ¦c `Ÿ §ci ¦a£r i¦l §B §z ¦̀  ῭l §e ,oiï§l ©Y Ed§lªM oi ¦̀ N̈ ¦r oi ¦cŸeq§i §C c©roŸel i¥lB̈ `r̈ §x ©̀  -  When the fourth 

     day arrived, it generated the work and power of them all, since fire, water, and
     air -- although they are three ethereal elements -- were all suspended, their work
     unrevealed until earth revealed them. I.5b
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